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From her obituary: 
 
Janet French Laughlin, longtime resident of 
Chelmsford, MA and recently of Concord, MA, passed 
away on November 24, 2020. She was 94. 

Janet was born in Lowell, MA to Leonard and Gertrude 
(Bachmann) French. She grew up in Lowell, attended 
Northfield School, and graduated from Pembroke 
College in Brown University in 1948. While at Brown, 
Janet met the love of her life, Bailey. They married in 
1948 and lived most of their 68 years together in 
Chelmsford, where they raised five children. Janet was 
a member of All Saints' Church, was an active member of the Chelmsford Garden 
Club, and, later in life, obtained her real estate license and worked at Emerson Real 
Estate in Chelmsford and Westford. 

Janet was the catalyst for getting her 
family on the ski slopes. They started 
skiing on local hills in Massachusetts 
and then explored other areas in New 
England. The family built a ski house in 
1962 in Intervale, NH, which became a 
place of refuge and joy for many years. 

Janet was preceded in death by her 
beloved husband Francis Bailey 
Laughlin, and a brother, Prof. Calvin French. She leaves her five children, Jennifer 
Laughlin and husband Jake Broderick, Francis (Buz) Laughlin and wife Shawn, 
Ann Ostroski and husband Phil, Pamela Emerson, and Alexander Laughlin, and 
seven grandchildren. 

The Laughlin family is grateful to Newbury Court for their support during their 
momôs final years.  The family is also deeply grateful to Janet's devoted caregivers 
for all their care and support: Betty Wasswa, Anne Marie Nsereko, Beatrice 
Mbatudde, and Charity Chiweshe. 
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From her obituary: 
 

Augusta Gallagher Baum, a seven year resident of 
Newbury Court, Concord, MA, passed away of heart 
failure on Nov. 26, 2020. She was born in Malden, MA, 
on May 3, 1918, the oldest of five children, to Dr. 
Nicholas Ambrose Gallagher and Anna Theodora 
Bonzagni. She attended the Malden Public Schools and 
took art lessons at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. 
After graduating from Emmanuel College in 1940, Augusta married John L. Baum 
and they moved to Franklin, New Jersey, and later Hamburg, NJ, and they were 
happily married for seventy three years. Augusta was the devoted mother of two 
sons, Dwight Gallagher and Peter Nicholas. The family enjoyed their summer 
home in Grafton, NH for many years. 
 

From an early age Augusta showed artistic talent, and her lessons at the MFA lead 
to a career as a professional artist. She was a signature member of the Northeast 
New Jersey Watercolor Society, and a signature member of the Essex NJ 
Watercolor Society, the first watercolor society in New Jersey. Augusta, along with 

her husband Jack, were avid museum 
enthusiasts. She was a board member of the 
Sussex County Historical Society, and a 
member the Franklin Historical Society and 
Hamburg Historical Society. She was a 
longtime member of the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. Always eager to serve, Augusta 
volunteered for the community as art 
chairperson for the Women's Club and the local 
schools, she was a Girl Scout leader, a lifelong 
contributor at St. Jude Parish Church, and 
raised funds for the Karen Ann Quinlan 
Hospice in Newton, NJ. Augusta traveled with 
her husband, a prominent geologist, and they 
enjoyed geology tours of countries around the 
world. Her many interests included bridge, 
mahjong, golfing, bowling, knitting, 
crocheting, but most of all painting the 
beautiful landscape of the New Jersey 
countryside. 

Augusta (left) and friend Mary Ann 

Lee enjoy dinner at the 2014  

Clambake. Mary Ann passed away in 

July 2020. 
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Augusta is predeceased by her loving husband, 
John L. Baum, her sister Francesca Gallagher 
and brothers Nathaniel A. Gallagher, Paul A. 
Gallagher and "Buddy" Gallagher. She is 
survived by her son Dwight G. Baum and his 
spouse Suzanne Baum; and son Peter N. Baum 
and spouse Cynthia Baum. She is survived by 
granddaughter Andrea Baum, grandson John 
N. Baum, his wife Lindsey, and great 
granddaughter Sophia; and grandsons Stephen 
Tassi and his wife Brianna, and Kenneth 
Tassi.   
 
From her family: 
 
Augustaôs art work was an expression of her inner self, of the meaning she found 
in life around her. It was a gift to everyone who saw it. She often painted country 
scenes, winter snow and ice, and bare tree branches ï where new life would soon 
bloom. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Augusta began her art lessons at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. When she 
was young she often drew pictures on the cellar walls, until one day her mother 
decided to bring her to the MFA for art lessons - and her talent was discovered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Augusta on a field trip to  
The Butterfly Place in 2014 
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Augusta and her husband Jack, a geologist, shared seventy-three years of marriage. 
They traveled across the country and the world together, he collecting minerals and 
she taking photographs and rapid water color sketches for future paintings. 

 
 
 
Her new friends at Newbury 
Court were very special to 
her and she truly enjoyed 
everyone she met.  She 
appreciated the concerts, 
lectures museum trips, and 
all the wonderful activities. 
Friends gave her a toast at 
her 100th birthday 
celebration. 
 
 
 

 

Augusta and Jack visit the  
Taj Mahal in Feb 1978 

Augusta and Jack celebrate Augustaôs  
90th birthday on May 3, 2008 
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We were blessed to have her with us for family activities and holidays.  Augusta 
was kind and loving to her grandchildren, John and Andrea.  She was always gen-
erous, a wonderful person. We celebrated her 100th birthday, May 3, 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To think of what Augusta accomplished in 102 years is astonishing. She embraced 
her advancing years, never with fear and hesitation, always with determination, 
continuing on.  She would say, ñI donôt think about it, I just keep going.ò And keep 
going she did ï ramrod straight ahead ! Onward!  When asked what major world 
events stood out in her  mind, she recalled the sacrifices made by everyone in 
World War II.  She was an inspiration, loving and always giving to family, friends, 
and community. Her heart was beating for 102 years, a life well lived. 
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From her family: 

 
Catherine Conkling (known at ñKayò) grew 
up in Winchester, MA in a large family of 
eight.  She was married to William 
Conkling for 70 years.  They spent the 
majority of their married years in Chatham, 
NJ, and Osterville, MA, and spent the final years of their life at Newbury Court. 
 
Kay was most known for her irreverent sense of humor, endearing her to friends and 
family. She loved gathering her family for food and holidays. She also enjoyed a 
busy social life filled with many friends, who appreciated her lively personality.   
 
Kay volunteered her time and skills to many organizations, including The Girl 
Scouts of the USA and Overlook Hospital in NJ.  She was a ceramist her entire life, 
bringing joy to people through her art pieces and creating her own home-based 
ceramic business. Her other hobbies included knitting, sewing, tennis, golf, bridge, 
gardening and raising her dogs.  She donated many of her knitting and ceramic 
projects to help raise money for non-profit organizations. She leaves behind four 
children, ten grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren. Kay will be missed! 

Kay and Bill over the years 
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Left: Kay (right) enjoying the 2014 Clambake with Joe & Shirley Petitti;  

Right: Kay (center) with friends at the 2012 annual Halloween party 
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From her obituary: 

 
Elizabeth Hiam Valentine (Betty to all who knew her), 
long-time resident of Carlisle, passed away on 
Monday, December 14 at ninety years of age.  
 
Betty was mother of seven, patient wife, grandmother, 
beloved sister, friend, orphan, pilot, expert bird 
watcher, world traveler, aspiring artist, tennis player, 
bridge player, Museum of Fine Arts Docent and 
Gallery Instructor, Boston Symphony Orchestra lifetime ticket holder, passionate 
Red Sox and Patriots fan, adequate skier, African Grey Parrot owner, and 
conservationist.  
 
She was born to Colonel Thomas and Frances (Webster) Hiam on November 6, 
1930 in Vancouver, Canada. Her father passed away when she was six years old 
and her mother when she was twelve. She and her four siblings moved across 
North America to live with their grandparents, Edwin S. (E.S.) and Jane DePeyster 
Webster, affectionately known as Pa and Tudie, in Chestnut Hill, MA. E.S. Webster 
was the co-founder of Stone & Webster, the Boston-based electrical engineering 
and power infrastructure firm. Betty returned to Canada to attend college at McGill 
University where she met her husband John Valentine, a veteran of the U.S. Army 
Air Force and a U.S. champion ski racer who grew up in Chelmsford, Mass. They 
married in 1952. In 1954, they bought Stillmeadow Farm on 100 acres of land at 
the corner of West and Acton Streets in Carlisle, where they would live for 66 
years.  
 
Betty was an enthusiastic bird watcher and educator for the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society and specialized in North Eastern shore birds. She served on the 
Advisory Council of Mass Audubon very many years. She travelled the world 
extensively with bird watching enthusiasts, actively seeking to fill out her bird 
species ñLife Listò. She and her family lived with a succession of African Grey 
Parrots. 
 
Betty joined the Ladies Committee at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston and then 
went on to become a Gallery Instructor. She took great joy in sharing the wonders 
of the art world with small children.  
 




